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WPB To Make Materials Available For at Least 
530,000 Household Refrigerators This Year 


WPB officials announced last weekend that they are “programming” the production of 
530,000 new mechanical refrigerators for the balance of the year, which means that the gov- 
ernment agency will make available materials for the production of at least that many units. 


The program for the production of the household refrigerators will probably be made in a 
Direction to Order L-5-c, which may issue this week. 


The proposal to amend Limitation Order L-5-c to permit resumption of household mechan- 
ical refrigerator production and plans for authorizing production under the proposed amend- 
ment at the rate of 265,000 per quarter in the last two quarters of 1945 were presented at a 
meeting of the Domestic Mechanical Refrigerator Industry Advisory Committee. 


Initial production, “including probably all the refrigerators that can be made this year,” 
said WPB, would be added to the remaining stockpile of refrigerators and would be released 
by WPB, as in the last three and one-half years, only to meet military and hospital and other 
highly essential civilian needs. 


WPB officials emphasized the Government policy of encouraging low-end production and re- 
quested the cooperation of the refrigerator industry in producing popular-priced models. In- 
dustry members expressed the opinion that most manufacturers, until production reaches the break- 
even point, would produce only one or two moderately priced models that had been most popular 


before the war. 


The committee recommended to OPA officials in attendance at the meeting that OPA conduct 
an industry-wide survey of refrigerator manufacturers’ prewar production costs as compared with 
present costs for the purpose of establishing an equitable pricing formula for refrigerators. 


In authorizing production within the quarterly program for 265,000 domestic mechanical refrigerators 
and in allotting materials, the Consumers Durable Goods Division, WPB, proposes to adopt the following 


procedure: 


Of the total amount of material allocated for the program, 15% would be set aside for manufacturers 
who have not previously made refrigerators but who may wish to participate in the program and 85% 
would be set aside for manufacturers with an “historical pattern” of refrigerator production. Informal 
surveys by the Division indicate that 15% of the allocated materials will be adequate to give the expected 
new manufacturers equitable treatment as compared with former manufacturers. 


Allotments and authorizations would be assigned to both new and old manufacturers in accordance 
with the Consumer Durable Goods Division’s estimate of their individual production capacity, based on: 


(1) Machinery and floor space in plants owned or controlled by the applicants; 


(2) Engineering skill, and capacities of the applicants, as evidenced by their prewar production; 


Reentered as second-class matter Oct. 3, 1996 at the post office at Detroit, Mich., under the Act of March 3, 1879. Copyright, 1945. 
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(3) Availability of labor in the applicants’ plants and in the areas in which the plants are located. 
Manufacturers who are located in Group 1 and 2 labor classification areas and who employ more than 
100 workers will be required to secure approval (on Form WPB-3820) for the use of labor for refrigerator 


production. 


Whenever practicable, small manufacturers would be authorized to use a relatively larger percentage 
of their available capacity for refrigerator production than will large manufacturers. 


Manufacturers who wish to participate in the third-quarter production program and to receive priori- 
ties assistance in securing materials after L-5-c is amended, WPB representatives emphasized, should file. 
applications on Form WPB-3700 with WPB field offices not later than July 1, 1945. 


Materials for which the Consumer Durable Goods Division is authorized to grant priorities assistance, 
but which are not allotted initially, will be available for interim allotment to manufacturers who are able 
to use materials in excess of their previous third-quarter allotments. WPB contemplates assignment of 
an AA-3 preference rating for materials under the program. 


Under the proposed amendment to L-5-c, priorities assistance would be given only for materials needed 
to meet the approved program, but production would be permitted, subject to WPB approval, in excess of 
the program to the extent that manufacturers are able to procure materials without priorities assistance, 
WPB officials said. Committee members expressed the opinion that materials would not be available 
without priorities assistance. 


Production of repair parts would not be restricted by the order. As now, a preference rating of 
AA-1 would be assigned to materials for this production, to facilitate maintenance of existing refrigerators, 


WPB representatives said. 


Committee members unanimously recommended issuance of the proposed amendment to L-5-c, They 
also recommended retention of L-5-d, under which releases from the refrigerator stockpile are authorized 
by WPB, but suggested that it be amended by removal of obsolete provisions. 


The current materials and components situation was outlined as follows by WPB officials: 


The sheet steel situation, currently tight, may be alleviated in the third quarter as a result of 
military cutbacks. 


It is not yet possible to determine accurately the amount of mill capacity which will be released 
in the latter part of 1945. as a result of military cutbacks. It is expected, however, that copper controlled 
materials (strip, rod, tube, wire, and castings) will be available in sufficient quantities to meet all presently 
approved WPB programs, such as the refrigerator program. 


Phenolic resin plastics are extremely tight, because they require phenol, needed also for high octane 
gasoline and other urgent war programs. Therefore, they may not be available in sufficient quantity for 
refrigerator parts, such as knobs, shelf supports, and trimming. Other types of plastics, however, are ex- 
pected to be available in varying quantities, depending upon the availability of basic chemicals, in turn 
controlled by fluctuating military demands. 


The supply of synthetic protective finishes for civilian goods has been drastically curtailed, and de- 
mands for new civilian production cannot be met until currently unsatisfied military demands are fulfilled. 
During the past year, 98% of total production of alkyd resins, needed for baked white finishes, has been 
going to direct military uses, but only 60% of military demand has been met. A high percentage of urea 
and melamine resins, also used in baked white finishes, likewise is needed for military purposes. 


Titanium pigments for porcelain finishes are less critical, but the supply is insufficient to meet current 
requirements. 


Production of refrigerator controls and bellows is expected to increase in the near future. 


Though the possible effect of military cutbacks on alternating current fractional horsepower motor 
production has not yet been fully determined, enough AC motors are expected to be available to meet refrig- 
erator and other production schedules. It was emphasized by WPB officials, however, that it is questionable 
whether enough motors will be available to permit manufacturers to build up inventories of motors. 
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KRUG SAYS MATERIALS JUST AREN’T AVAILABLE FOR 
UNRESTRICTED APPLIANCE PRODUCTION 


In explanation of some of the reasons why household electric refrigerator production will have to be 
“programmed,” WPB Chairman J. A. Krug declared that cutbacks in military and war supporting produc- 
tion will not be as deep during the third quarter as first thought, and that there will be no tremendous 
releases of resources of manpower as some are predicting. 


The release of materials through the open-ending of CMP will not mean that there will be enough mate- 
rial in the third quarter for mass production of refrigerators, stoves, and radios, he said. 


Sheet steel may remain tight through the balance of the year, Mr. Krug warned. 


There is still considerable mystery on the subject of just how deep the cutbacks on military produc- 
tion will be. It is pointed out that second quarter munitions production are down less than % of 1% 
from the output for the military in the first quarter. General Brehon Somervell, chief of the Services of 
Supply, is said to have stated that the Army’s demands are not likely to decrease a great deal during 
the balance of the year. 


WPB officials, however, are going ahead with their reconversion plans on the basis that there will be 
relatively deep cuts in the military program after the second quarter. In some quarters it is expected 
that big cutbacks may come with little warning in the middle of the summer. 


CROSLEY TO START PRODUCTION ‘AS SOON AS POSSIBLE’ BUT DEALERS TOLD NOT 
TO EXPECT MODELS FOR SEVERAL MONTHS 


Crosley Corp. plans to begin production of household electric refrigerators as soon as possible, J. H. 
Rasmussen, general sales manager, declared last week. 


However, Mr. Rasmussen predicted that there probably would be no Crosley models for sale through 
trade channels for several months, possibly not unti) the last quarter. 


CANADA OPENS WAY TO MANUFACTURE OF COMMERCIAL REFRIGERATION AND 
AIR CONDITIONING EQUIPMENT, BUT NOT HOUSEHOLD REFRIGERATORS 


Canada’s Wartime Price and Rationing Board has revoked orders restricting the manufacture of com- 
mercial refrigeration and air conditioning equipment, and washing machines and vacuum cleaners, but not 
household mechanical refrigerators. 


Production of these items, officials stated, will depend on the availability of materials and manpower. 
Pricing regulations will remain in force, and manufacturers making new models will have to obtain price 
_ approval. L 


FRIGIDAIRE, WITH MACHINE GUN CONTRACT IN PROCESS OF TERMINATION, 
PREPARES FOR RECONVERSION SHIFT 


Termination of the .50 caliber machine gun contract of Frigidaire division, General Motors Corp. was 
announced last week by the management following notification of contract cancellation by the Army Ord- 
nance department. According to the announcement, the contract for machine guns, production on which 
has been underway at Frigidaire since June of 1941, is to be terminated on a schedule whereby produc- 
tion will be curtailed on a gradually decreasing monthly basis. 


“While several thousand Frigidaire employes will ultimately be affected by the contract termination, 
the company expects to be able to utilize most of them in one of three different ways,” declared E. R. 
Godfrey, general manager of the division. Some employes will be transferred to other war jobs, others 
will assist in reconversion, and as materials become available, and facilities are made ready, be assigned 
to production of Frigidaire products. 


wit iS 
is vee 


id Ve a - in a's a 5 We se ee ee a eon we x. mh 4 eS ae 
Bi ; . iG : i Auer poe A ‘ ee § nied : 
vi wate on pate ah *, x % % ie ee gil me -. Pe 4 ma re tes 
Pity es oe Pie 9 F : ; ji ‘ oe ‘ ci ray Py a a ee. Bs 
: ep) ie, ¥ ‘iene Adie 2 aU ee meer 3 ae Wek re). a = Bird sia 2 a fi e 4 EE at mI Sa ee 
Papen, 1 ee ais cee ir a i we ait ie alti a saul fc es ky Re coat hee ian 1 lS i) oe PP Sgah ee ale SA Rrp eee oy eS ae - = 
=s Pas. A aes £ et ae ee Ee josie ar ae: 2 ga aia ae I Peis Le aaa cae a, ala tay Se ae a Ua ek alee a. ee ee ee een pea yen. * ee See i 
ee ee re ee es. eee Cae Se Pe ee ee ee meee SS Re ee le ile Dl Pa eo 5 ae 7 ee ved 
een Bt Srila Res ar ae ane eee? ames ae ‘re eee oe = ee: a po io: ee ee ee ee A ee a ee i oe 
a \ = Soe Dae ee tect ep Urs aes es a a a ee ere a Pi 8 a eee eee 3 Paes.” ae ae ee ae ERI Mere) ee Ei EE‘ 
oo. Mp ee Sean Re a OS Ae re er ce, RE UE 3 hats en I MS? A agentes os ae me ae cs 
laa 
atch 
Se 
z aut 
DAE soit 
1 Ce 
BP glie tT 
ee . 
a 
ee - 
es a 
- ae 
FE a 
° 
» eC 
e Bes 
f nate 
reir 
d oe 
p> ae 
f ao 
g 
a 
> a 
” } 
ee) 
ae 
a 
f Frys mitts 
Neen 
ic 
y 
f ee 
d eens 
ee : 
e 
r 
ee 
‘ ee 
a 
i. 
a) 
re . 
r f 
fo 
. aki My 
e “ . , 3 % : <~? , 
« wide ~ . 5 : nie . - : y z . E > , <= . ! U 
3 . . t J P — PS re s . oe , iy 
é iia “ Be. s s ‘ a a as Pe ~. er ee rece S aN oe . 
* ee ue ares, 2 ‘ ate Es - a, Ee GF et E 
a 2 oy ae ; 
7 , a | 


WPB PROPOSES PRODUCTION OF 700,000 WASHERS IN LAST SIX MONTHS OF THIS YEAR 


basis, until late in the year. 


capacity and manpower. 


enter the washer field for the first time, with 95% 


LIMITATION ORDER ON INTEGRAL HORSEPOWER MOTORS 


1S REVOKED, 


BUT 


NOT THE ORDER ON FRACTIONAL HORSEPOWER MOTORS 


orders first. 


WPB officials have proposed a revision of Order L-6 covering domestic laundry equipment which would 
permit the production of some 700,000 washers in the last six months of the year, and indications are that 
a directive similar to that covering household refrigerator production will be issued within a few days. 


Members of the Domestic Laundry Equipment Industrial Advisory Committee were told by WPB officials 
at a recent meeting that the proposed L-6 change, would, in addition, drop restrictions on the manufacture 
of other laundry equipment, such as ironers and dryers. Their production would be limited only by the 
availability of materials, facilities, and manpower. _ 


The suggested washer production, however, would be supported by direct WPB authorizations and firm 
allotments of materials. But, emphasized WPB representatives, materials and components needed for 
washer production will be available in varying quantities and at various times, and it may be some time 
before all are in balance. Washers will not be available generally for retail distribution, even on a limited 


Under the proposed plan, 5% of the material available would be allotted to companies which want to 
going to established firms on the basis of their 


Announcement that WPB has revoked Limitation Order L-221 “covering electric motors and generators,” 
applies only to integral horsepower (1 hp. and up) motors, and not fractional horsepower motors, which are 
still restricted as to production and distribution. 


Manufacturers of the larger motors can now accept unrated orders, but they will have to fill all rated 


(Information on how to apply ratings to obtain fractional horsepower motors for repair and replacement 
purposes was given in a story on page 23 of the May 21 issue of Air Conditioning & Refrigeration News.) 


DEMAND FOR REFRIGERATORS HAS SHOWN BIGGEST JUMP IN PAST YEAR; 


GOVERNMENT SURVEY SHOWS 


Préliminary figures from the fourth nationwide survey of consumer needs conducted by WPB’s Office 
of Civilian Requirements show that the need for household appliances is now far greater than all 


previous demands. 


The cumulative market for refrigerators, washing machines, electric irons, radios, vacuum cleaners, 
and sewing machines ranges from 25% to 100% over the needs reported in OCR’s survey a year ago. 


The demand listed represents the total that people would walk into stores and buy today if the supply 
were ready. The question was: “Would you buy a .. . (specific appliance) right away if there were 


plenty of everything in the stores?” 


Washing 

Refrigerators Machines 

April 1945 ....5,852,000 5,835,000 
April 1944 ....3,827,000 4,262,000 


Elec tric 
Irons 
5,195,000 
4,019,000 


Radios 
5,085,000 
2,682,000 


Vacuum 
Cleaners 
4,501,000 
2,390,000 


Sewing 
Machines 
3,451,000 
2,323,000 


Indication of the size of the secondhand market in appliances can be drawn from the purchasing ex- 
perience of those who tried to buy, and those who were able to buy, new and used items during the past year. 


Washing 

Refrigerators Machines 

Tried to ......1,826,000 1,653,000 
Bought ....... 411,000 402,000 
Were new ..... 13% 5% 
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Electric 
Irons 
1,461,000 
730,000 

48% 
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Radios 
429,000 
913,600 

13% 


Vacuum 
Cleaners 
794,000 
347,000 
24% 


Sewing 
Machines 
858,000 
447,000 
12% 
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